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 Director's Summer Letter 
By Dennis Holt  Summer is approaching as this is written with a reminder and an invitation to join us for the DESRON 30 Reunion in September. It’s a mere 16 

weeks away. Now is an excellent time to book your hotel reservation. 
With all due respect, I’m hoping and praying none of our shipmates and their families have suffered any repercussions by the deadly and 

devastating storms which have taken place in the past month. 
Those of you who attended the Tucson reunion in 2011 and went on the U of A Steward Observatory Mirror Lab tour will be interested to 

know one of the mirrors we witnessed being polished has finally shipped to Chile’s Atacama 
Desert at Carnegie’s Las Campanas Observatory. The scheduled operational date is 2019. So, start your planning to attend the 
reunion, and we’ll see you in September.  Director’s Letter Summer 
2016  

By Dick Myers Do I look well rested? I should, because 
Michael and Angelo Urato did all the work in getting ready for our reunion this September in Goshen, NY. The tours set up by Michael are outstanding, 
and you should sign up for all of them. The price is right and includes free lunches each day, plus all 
other expenses such as buses, entry fees, etc.   Tours scheduled for Monday and Tuesday include the FDR home, the Vanderbilt Mansion, a 
brewery, West Point Military Academy, and a river cruise. On Wednesday we will have our memorial 
meeting on the USS Intrepid (in downtown Manhattan), and also see the 911 memorial – what a treat! That night is our usual banquet, but it will be 
in Michael’s restaurant in Goshen. This is a busy schedule, but Michael says there is time to enjoy 
several local spots, as well as a huge shopping mall for the ladies to buy gifts. If you need help in finding transportation 
options, call me or Michael. Getting to Goshen, NY, 

can be confusing and includes difficult traffic routes, so I looked at alternate airports such as Scranton, PA, and Binghamton, NY. I ended up flying into 
Binghamton and renting a car there for the week. (I am also visiting my sister in Canada and my son in 
Valhalla, NY.) The air fare plus rental car costs were cheaper than a direct flight from Atlanta to Newark or Stewart airports. 

We should delight in these reunions while we can. For those who do not take the Tin Can 
Sailors newsletter, in this newsletter I have included a letter I wrote to the editor about the reunion experience. 
 2016 Summer Treasurer’s 
Report 

By Dick Myers 
 Funds from the new membership fee are coming in, but our losses are still climbing; we will see how our funds stand at the time of the meeting. 

As of the date of this newsletter, we have slightly more than $3,000.00 in the checking account with a 
few advance payments made to cover reunion expense. We need your dues.  A copy of the information sheet update and 
dues request is included in this newsletter. If you have an e-mail address (yours or a relative’s), 
please provide it to us as it will help us to reduce the mailing costs by using e-mail instead.  In Memoriam 

By Dennis Holt & Dick Myers  As of May 31, 2015, we have received the following information on shipmates who are deceased. Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the families of our deceased members.   

LAST NAME FIRST MIDDLE RANK 
USS Cotten 

Daugherty Gordon E.  
Healy Joseph E. S1c 

Kasher Leonard Sidney S1c 
Lukert George J., Jr.  

Partrick Tom Grier S1c 



 

LAST 
NAME FIRST MIDDLE RANK 

Pearsall 
John 

(Jack) W. GMSN 
Perry John Keith S2c 

Pundsack James M. PNA2 
Rabbit James J. SK3 

Walgren Kenneth  Lee LT(MC) 

Wassam Cora  
Bill 

Wassam’s wife 
USS Dortch 

Brewer Robert  LTJG 
Budd Dan  MM3 

Hinton Walter  BT3 
Kelso Robert A. QM2 
Loftus John  LTJG 
Post Jack  ET3 
Ross O. B. LTJG 

Schoffstall Luther  SK3 
Westlake Robert G. FN 
Williams Phillip  LTJG 
Young Jack  LTJG 

USS Gatling 
Cooper Easton R. SN 

Gunderson John D. COX 
LaBier Joseph   

Mahony Donald J. ET2 
Noonen Thomas R. GM 
Tesch Walter J. S1/GM 

Warren Paul  COX 
 Tour Offerings 

By Nancy Bielot 
 Here is some information re’ the tours to help you in planning your trip to our 2016 reunion in 
Goshen, NY.  The home of Franklin D. Roosevelt, located in Hyde Park, NY, is a national historic site 
(https://www.nps.gov/hofr/index.htm). The home overlooks the Hudson River, and was the birthplace 
and home of our longest-serving president. Also on the grounds is the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum. This museum 
chronicles the lives of FDR and his wife; it contains displays of official documents and speeches, as 
well as family possessions. Two miles away from FDR’s home is the 
Vanderbilt Mansion, which is also a national historic site (https://www.nps.gov/vama/index.htm). This mansion was built in 1898, and the architecture is 
representative of the “gilded age.” The mansion contains its original French and Italian furnishings, 

and the grounds offer beautiful views of the Hudson River. It is one of the region’s oldest Hudson River 
estates. The Newburgh Brewing Company 
(http://www.newburghbrewing.com/) honors the natural goodness of their ingredients. The brewery feels its beer provides simple, honest flavors. Did 
you know that people have been brewing beer in Newburgh since before America was America? 

The United States Military Academy (http://www.usma.edu/visitors/SitePages/Home.aspx) at West Point’s Visitor Center provides 
orientation films, exhibits, tours, and more. One of the highlights of the tour is the Cadet Chapel, which 
contains stained-glass windows and one of the oldest church organs in the world. Other highlights 
include Trophy Point, which is a repository or war relics which date back from the American Revolution. Please note: you must bring a photo 
id (i.e., driver’s license) with you to West Point. The River Rose Paddle Boat 
(https://www.riverrosecruises.com/) is an authentic Mississippi paddle wheeler. Join us for a two hour narrated tour, during which time you will learn about 
the cities and towns on both banks of the Hudson River. 

The Intrepid Sea, Air, and Space Museum Complex is located on Pier 86 in Manhattan, NY (http://www.intrepidmuseum.org/AircraftCarrierIntre
pid). The Intrepid is an aircraft carrier that was used in WWII, the Cold War, and the Vietnam War. In the 
1960s the Intrepid was used as a NASA recovery vehicle. The Intrepid was decommissioned in 1974, and it is now the centerpiece of the Intrepid Sea, 
Air, and Space Museum Complex. The 9/11 Memorial at Ground Zero 
(http://www.911memorial.org/) is a tribute to the past and honors the lives of the nearly 3,000 people who were lost in the terror attacks. The 
memorial occupies 8 of the 16 acres at the World Trade Center. The memorial consists of twin 
reflecting pools, which are nearly an acre in size. The reflecting pools are located where the twin 
towers once stood. Every person who died in the 1993 and 2001 attacks has their name inscribed into the panels which surround the memorial pools. 

As you can see from this brief synopsis of the tour offerings, a lot of effort has gone into the 
planning for this year’s reunion. Please join us!  Sunshine Corner 

By Jean Killian 
 If you know of any DESRON 30 member/ 
spouse who is ill or recuperating, please contact Jean Killian and we’ll get a card out to them.  



 

Why Go To Reunions? 
 By Dick Myers I was thinking the other day about how I have explained to non-military folks why we have 

reunions. I told them we gather to tell “sea stories” but later I decided that does not really explain it. When I went into the Navy I learned that “sea 
stories” are the way we exaggerate our ocean experiences and improve our amorous land 
adventures. But at reunions we are really exchanging true experiences, some funny, some frightening 
and some sad. Our sharing of these is a way we maintain and improve our bonding with the group. I 
have often noted that the Navy has many more active reunion groups than the other services. I think that is because we lived so close on ships and 
we depended so much on the proper actions of others for our safety. Other services have the ability 
to move separately and they have short periods where they rely on others (battles & other military actions) but they do not have this dependency for 
months and years on end like a naval ship.  Let me give some examples. 

Since most of my service was during the Cold War, I can say that I only had a serious 
concern for my life or well being on a couple of occasions. One of these was in the Red Sea during the 1956 – 57 Suez crises. Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat was allied with the Russians and received aircraft, submarines and other military 
support from them. From our base in Massawa, Eritrea the Cotten and the Daly took turns patrolling the Red Sea and monitoring Russian movements 
through that area. One day when I had the deck watch, CIC reported a group of small targets 
coming toward our ship. We eventually saw them and realized that they were eight or ten Egyptian torpedo boats. These boats continued toward us 
and our Captain had us go to battle stations. The torpedo boats began to circle us and we trained our 
five inch cannons and other weapons on them. I guess they knew we meant business and they backed off. A similar incident only seven years later 
in the Gulf of Tonkin resulted in the Viet Nam war. Just last year at the reunion I discovered from a 
Daly sailor of that era that his ship had the same action with torpedo boats on another day. This was not reported in most media but my wife called the 
Red Cross when one source reported that the Cotten was sunk during that time. Our safety was 
insured by a well trained crew. A second occasion where I was truly in fear 
for my life I reported in the Tin Can Sailors Newspaper a year ago. Four ships in our Squadron 

experienced an unreported hurricane (without satellites we didn’t know they were out there).  The 
Cotten suffered damage that eventually caused us to return to Boston Naval Shipyard for repairs.  The 
storm had wind of over 90 knots (100 miles an hour), waves measured at over 100 feet and the ship rolled very badly - eventually reaching 70 
degrees past the vertical in each direction. Again, a good crew was responsible for getting us safely 
back to the United States. But the real stories come from our World War 2 heroes. I remember several times hearing from 
CAPT John Strane at reunions about his experience on the Cotten. John was one of the nine 
pilots shot down in the Pacific during World War 2 who were picked up by the Cotten. When he was 
brought aboard, he told the crew about his wingman who had also been shot down. The Cotten went searching for the wingman and finally 
found him. Each year since they returned to the United States, CDR George Denby (the wingman) 
has called John on the anniversary of their rescue to thank John for his rescue. Of course, John has always said, “Hey, it wasn’t me that saved you, it 
was the USS Cotten”. Unfortunately John has health problems now and is unable to attend our 
reunions but it is my hope his wife will read this article to him.  The genesis of this article was a note I 
received this week from a Gatling sailor, QM3 Robert Valliant. Bob was a crew member of the 
USS Princeton which was sunk in Leyte Gulf in 1944. He survived the cold sea until the Gatling picked him up. His note told me he was only aboard 
the Gatling for 48 hours until they got back to the base in Ulithi where he was put ashore. Bob said 
he would like to attend our reunion but cannot make it this year. He promised me on the phone he will make it next year and as phrased in his written 
note “Hope to meet up with you folks and learn some new sea stories”. You bet; I want to hear 
more of this story about his rescue and all his other stories. 

So let’s go to reunions while we can to share and save our memories – they are more important than we may realize. 



 

2016 DUES REQUEST 
AND MEMBER INFORMATION UPDATE 

 Make checks payable to: DESRON 30 ASSOCIATION INC. 
 Please mail the completed Dues Request and payment to: Richard Myers 

428 Lockwood Terrace – Decatur, GA  30030 
 
IF YOU ARE A WIDOW OR YOU HAVE ALREADY SUBMITTED YOUR 2016 DUES, 

PLEASE DISREGARD THIS REQUEST. 
 

PLEASE RETURN FORM WITH ANY CHANGES TO THE ROSTER. 
  

PLEASE CHECK HERE FOR ANY 
CHANGES TO THE ROSTER AND SHOW CHANGES BELOW $20.00  

Name  Spouse  
Street Address  
City, State, Zip Code  
Home Phone  _____________  Cell / Alternate Phone  _______________  E-mail  ____________________ 

SHIP SERVED ON AND DATES  (Check one) 
USS Caperton (DD-650)  ___   USS Cotten (DD-669)  ___   USS Daly (DD-519)  ___  
USS Dortch (DD-670) ___   USS Gatling (DD-671) ___ 
Dates Served Aboard Ship  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Rank/Rate Aboard Ship (Optional)  ____________________________________________________  If you are unable or unwilling to receive the DESRON 30 mailings via email, please check here.  

Or – sign on to website at  http://desron30.org and request  
 If you no longer wish to receive the DESRON 30 postal mailings, please check here.  
 

FEEL FREE TO MAKE ANY COMMENTS BELOW OR ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET  Remarks  -  
 
 
 



 

DESRON-30 / USS Cotten (DD-669) / USS Daly (DD-519) / USS Gatling 
(DD-671) 

 Reunion Registration and Tours Form 
USS COTTEN (DD-669) I USS DALY(DD-519) / USS DORTCH (DD-670) / USS GATLING (DD-671) 
 September 18-21, 2016, Hudson Valley, NY I Goshen, NY 

Schedule of Events 
 SUNDAY - September 18th  
 Hospitality room opens at noon for registration and early birds. Special rate of $115.00 for a double 
($130.00 for a suite) is good until 9/3/16. Make your reservation before 9/3/16 directly with the Comfort Inn 
and Suites at (845) 291-1282. 
 MONDAY – September 19th  
8:30 am Tour #1 – FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT / VANDERBILT MANSTION, HYDE PARK, NY  
10:00 am – tour FDR Home  
11:00 am – tour FDR Museum  
12:30 pm – tour Vanderbilt Mansion  A free box lunch will be provided. Please make selection on following sheet. 
Depart from Hyde Park to The Newburgh Brewing Company for a tour of the brewery and sampling.  
5:30 pm – Business meeting in the Comfort Inn Hospitality Room  
 TUESDAY – September 20th  
8:00 am Tour #2 – WEST POINT MILITARY ACADEMY & NEWBURGH WATERFRONT  
9:00 am – Two-hour guided tour to West Point** 
11:00 am to 11:30 am – Visitors’ Center Gift shop  
11:30 am – Depart for Newburgh Waterfront  Free Lunch at the River Grill Restaurant. Choice of Chef’s daily selections and dessert  
2:00 pm – River cruise on the Hudson River on the River Rose Paddle Wheel Boat  
4:15 pm – Depart for Comfort Inn, Goshen, NY  **WEST POINT REQUIRES THAT EVERYONE WHO IS 16 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER MUST 
BRING A GOVERNMENT ISSUED ID SUCH AS A DRIVER’S LICENSE OR PASSPORT. FAILURE 
TO PROVIDE PROPER ID WILL RESULT IN THE BUS BEING REFUSED ENTRY TO WEST 
POINT ** 
 
WEDNESDAY – September 21st 
8:00 am Tour #3 – USS INTREPID & 911 MEMORIAL AT GROUND ZERO 10:15 am to11:00 am – Memorial Ceremony on the Intrepid Fantail  
11:00 am to 11:45 am – Free Lunch on board. Make lunch choices on the following sheet  
11:45 am to 1:00 pm – Self-guided tour of the USS Intrepid  
1:15 pm – Depart for the 911 Memorial Site  
1:30 pm to 3:00 pm – Self-guided tour of the Memorial Site  
6:00 pm – Cash bar @ Delancey’s Restaurant, Goshen, NY  
7:00 pm – Evening Dinner / Dance with entertainment provided by Werner Goebel, "The little BIG BAND"  
featuring all of your old time favorites! Don't forget your dancing shoes!!  
 
THURSDAY – September 22nd  
Check out is 11:00 am – This concludes the reunion. Safe travels and GOD Bless!  
 



 

Boxed Lunches – Monday Tour #1 (Includes chips, cookie , & water)   
Choose quantity of each 
 
Turkey with Swiss, lettuce and tomato                                           ________ 
Ham with Swiss, lettuce and tomato       ________ 
Roast Beef with American, lettuce and tomato     ________  Boxed Lunches – Wednesday Tour #3 (Includes chips & water)   
Choose quantity of each 
 

  
The Banquet Dinner will be in buffet form and consist of:   

Chicken Francese, Sliced Rib of Beef with Mushroom Gravy, Penne Pasta Ala Vodka,  
Roasted Yukon Potatoes, Vegetable Medley, Garden Salad, Bread / Butter, Soft Beverages,  

Cake & Coffee / Tea 
 



 

PLEASE PRINT Your: 
Last Name ________________________________ First _________________________ MI _____ 
Address _______________________________________________________________________ 
City ______________________ State _____  Zip __________ Tel # (______) ______-_________ 
E-mail address _________________________________ Cell # (_______)_______-___________ 
 
Please PRINT name(s) as you wish on your name tag(s): 
Shipmate First  ________________________ Last __________________________________ 
Spouse  First ________________________ Last __________________________________ 
Guest #1 First ________________________ Last __________________________________ 
Guest #2 First ________________________ Last __________________________________ 
 
Please indicate any dietary restrictions below.  Also provide an emergency contact telephone 
number. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Registration fee $60 per person includes Hospitality Room, Wednesday banquet, band, name 
tags, etc. 
 
Registration fee       Number of person(s)____ x  $60 = _________ 
Monday – FDR / Vanderbilt / Brewery Tour   Number of person(s)____ x  $33 = _________ 
Tuesday – West Point Academy / Newburgh  Number of person(s)____ x  $78 = _________ 
Wednesday – Intrepid Tour & Memorial Service Number of person(s)____ x  $62 = _________ 
                                                                                                 TOTAL     _________ 
 
Please fill in this Registration / Tours form and return your check or money order payable to:  
DesRon 30 
 
Mail form and check or money order to: 

Richard Myers 
428 Lockwood Terrace 
Decatur, GA  30030 

 
Please register and submit this form and payment to be received before Monday, August 8, 2016 
 
If you have questions, feel free to contact me at (404) 373-0120 / or via e-mail at 
ramunlim@yahoo.com 
Or contact Michael Urato at 914-260-7731 / or via e-mail  murato@hvc.rr.com  
(Please use e-mail subject line -- 2016 DesRon 30 Reunion) 
 


